MINUTES

CURRICULUM AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING

December 1, 2014

5:00 p.m.

Committee Members Present:  Katie Vose, Chair; Jennifer Day, Laurence Ringrose
Board Members Present:  Jennifer Day, Laura Hamilton, Kimberly Martin, Deborah Towle
Administrators Present: James Anastasio, Donna Madore, Lynne Adams, Kim Silsby, Lori 

                                           Smail
Others Present: Tom Wells, Eleanor Gay
1.  Special Education – Comprehensive Education Plan


     Attachment 1
 
Lynne Adams, Director of Special Education reviewed the updated special education plan that needs to be included in the school department’s Comprehensive Education Plan. Motion made by Laurence Ringrose to send to the board for approval, second by Jennifer Day, so moved 3-0. 

2.  Mentoring Writers Elective

           Attachment 2
           Attachment 3
Kim Silsby, Principal of Cony High School brought forward a new course approval request on behalf of the English Department.  The new course title would be Mentoring Writers: Peer Editor Instruction.  Tom Wells, English Department Head shared with the committee that the writing demands for our students has increased in the curriculum in all content areas.  This new elective course would be one of the developmental steps in creating a writing center at the high school for students and staff.  We have entered into collaboration with UMA to design the course curriculum in hopes to offer two 10 week classes that will train students to help other students to become better writers.  Our involvement with UMA allows this to be a Dual Enrollment opportunity worth ½ high school credit.  Motion made by Jennifer Day to send to the board for approval, second by Laurence Ringrose, so moved 3-0.

3.  US History change (Informational)

          Attachment 4 

Kim Silsby provided information to the committee around the US History course provided at Cony High School. History keeps growing and the Cony staff struggles to get past the 1960s in the US History Classes.  To rectify this, the Social Studies Department is adjusting their curriculum to meet this concern.  We will take the US History class which is one semester ( 1 credit) and break it up into 3 modules that runs a quarter( ½ credit) each in length.  Students will be required to take 2 out of the 3 modules.  The third one can count as an elective for a quarter credit.  The modules will be: US History Modern Day, required by all, US History Colonial to Civil War, and US History Reconstruction to Cold War. This will begin in school year 15-16.

4.  Hybrid Online Science Class (Anatomy) 

Kim Silsby shared with the committee a plan for the Cony High School Science Department to offer a Hybrid Online Anatomy class beginning in school year 14-15.  This class would be taught by Jeff DeJongh who already utilizes Moodle and Google classroom for labs, assessments and writing.  This class would provide a combination of face time with the instructor and on-line time.  

5.  Senior Seminar Pilot

          Attachment 5
Kim Silsby shared with the committee a plan by the English Department to pilot a senior seminar project for students in an English IV.  Initially this would be a volunteer opportunity for students to participate and would be offered in at least one English IV and one Tech English IV class beginning in school year 15-16.  It would be similar to a “capstone project” within an English class.  Rather than having a student complete a 20 page research paper, they would complete a culminating project. 

Jennifer Day made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Larry Ringrose, so moved 3-0.
Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
