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UNEXCUSED OR EXCUSED ABSENCES OF STUDENTS
State law establishes conditions under which children may be excused from attendance at school.

In keeping with these statutes and recommendations of the State Department of Education, pupils in the district schools may be excused temporarily from school attendance for the following reasons:

A. PERSONAL ILNESS;

B. AN APPOINTMENT WITH A HEALTH PROFESSIONAL THAT MUST BE MADE DURING THE REGULAR SCHOOL DAY;

C. OBSERVANCE OF A RECOGNIZED RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY WHEN THE OBSERVANCE IS REQUIRED DURING THE REGULAR SCHOOL DAY;

D. A FAMILY EMERGENCY; OR

E. A PLANNED ABSENCE FOR A PERSONAL OR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE WHICH HAS BEEN APPROVED.

Parents should notify the school with an explanation for the absence of a child.  These shall be required in advance for types of absences where advance notice is possible.  Authority to pass upon the validity of such explanation shall rest with the principal or his/her designee, subject to review by the superintendent and the Board.

No absence of a pupil shall continue more than five days without the school ascertaining the reason for it.  

In instances of chronic irregular absence reportedly due to illness, the school administration may request a physician’s statement certifying such absences to be justifiable.

Absences for a portion of the school day and tardiness will be considered on a cumulative basis and may be translated into equivalent days.

Absences not listed above or approved specifically by the school administration shall be classified as  unexcused.  

Current practice codified 1975

Adopted: date of manual adoption

Amended: 9/8/86, amended 8/10/05

LEGAL REFS:  M.R.S.A. 20:911-915   Chapt. 211, 4, A-E

CROSS REF: IKEA, Make-up Opportunities
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